
          Course Description
Our course uses the IQWST program and 
integrates units in Earth, Life, and Physical 
Science. We are aligned to the NGSS science 
standards. 

These standards are about moving their 
practice toward how students learn best—in a 
hands-on, collaborative, and integrated 
environment rooted in inquiry and discovery. 
Teaching based on the NGSS calls for more 
student-centered learning that enables 
students to think on their own, problem solve, 
communicate, and collaborate—in addition to 
learning important scientific concepts.  

My goal is that you’ll find this approach both 
engaging and challenging.

Supplies
• Pencils over pens – 

helpful!  You’ll do 
lots of erasing

• Workbooks are 
provided and 
should be brought 
each day!
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➔  parent bulletins about once a month

➔ dguzman@birmingham.k12.mi.us

➔ QR code on the right provides a link to 

our daily agenda

Communication

mailto:dguzman@birmingham.k12.mi.us


“There are three principal means of acquiring knowledge… 
observation of nature, reflection, and experimentation. Observation 
collects facts; reflection combines them; experimentation verifies the 

result of that combination.” – Denis Diderot

Class grade will be based on summative assessments. 
The focus in our class will be for students to take 
ownership over their own learning, strive for deeper 
understanding, and spend quality time on-task during 
classroom instruction.  Students who demonstrate that 
they are invested in the learning process will have 
opportunities to revise and rework in order to 
demonstrate additional understanding on an 
assessment.

Summative Assessments

Formative Assessments

Completion Check
I will also do quick checks for completion of work and 
preparedness.  It will not count towards a grade.  We 
will use this as a progress monitoring tool to 
communicate if a student is taking care of basic 
requirements. Completing missed assignments is 
encouraged, but I will not update the grade since this 
is meant to indicate preparedness/participation.

These are check-ins for understanding between larger 
graded assessments. These will not be announced and 
will not count towards the final grade.  We use this as a 
progress monitoring tool to help determine when more 
practice may be needed.

Class Expectations
Above and beyond any other thing, your willingness to think, 
wonder, and engage in the process of science will be the key to your 
success. I look forward to sharing this exciting year with you!

I use several tools to help 
keep you informed.

 Please check our daily 
agenda for a snapshot of 
what we are doing each 

day.  This can be 
accessed via QR link on 

front page or Schoology.  
Schoology will also 
contain detailed 

information about 
individual lessons 

Accurate grades and 
comments will be kept at 

PowerSchool

Schoology resources 
should help for short 

absences.  For longer 
absences, I will work with 
your child to keep them 

up to date with concepts


